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This study argues that there are temporally and socially observable trends present
in a sample of Protestant cemeteries from St. Croix’s Danish Colonial Period, as
evidenced by the analysis of gravestone characteristics including iconography,
morphology, and epitaph. Specifically, gravestones within the sample became noticeably
more simplistic in the mid-19th century, which directly reflects St. Croix’s economic
decline following emancipation. Although the iconographic and morphological
characteristics of the gravestones for men and women and children and adults are largely
identical, the epitaphic inscriptions for these groups exhibit a great deal of differentiation.
Through analysis of these epitaphs, we discover that society on St. Croix was extremely
similar to that of Europe and North America, in which men inhabit the public sphere,
women the private sphere, and children are recognized for their cultural importance and
biological vulnerability. However, I posit that women, while limited in public autonomy,
did possess a degree of authority over familial structure.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Let weeping virtue mourn around the tomb,
and pious friendship wail thine early doom,
yet worth like thine sustains no rude decay
tho time should sweep these sculptur'd lines away
—From the gravestone of Stephen Emmans (Fig 1.1)
Stephen I. Emmans could have been a scholar, a merchant, or a ship captain. He
could have been someone’s brother, uncle, cousin, or friend. However, the individual(s)
present when Mr. Emmans was interred in St. Paul’s Anglican Church cemetery on St.
Croix did not deem these details worthy of mention. They did, however, assign
significance to his age (26 years, 6 month, and 25 days), location of birth (New York),
and the date that he arrived on the island of St. Croix (December 17, 1833). We also
know that the friends or relations responsible for the erection of his gravestone found him
to be virtuous, pious, and worthy. In short, the entirety of Mr. Emmans’ life has been
reduced to a few “sculptur’d lines” devised by the individual(s) responsible for his burial.
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Figure 1.1

Headstone of Stephen Emmans from St. Paul’s Anglican Church Cemetery

Full Transcript of text:
IN MEMORY
OF
STEPHEN I. EMMANS
of the city of New York
who came for the benefit
of his health
17 Dec 1833
and died of consumption
first of May 1834
aged 26 years 6 months
and 25 days
Let weeping virtue mourn around the tomb,
and pious friendship wail thine early doom,
yet worth like thine sustains no rude decay
tho time should sweep these sculptur'd lines away
This example embodies the oft-cited truism that ‘the dead do not bury
themselves’; however, as countless archaeologists, sociologists, art historians, and other
researchers have demonstrated, the manner in which the living bury the dead can reveal a
wealth of information about past societies (Meyer 1989; Parker Pearson 1999; Mould and
2

Loewe 2006; Baugher and Viet 2014). Historical archaeologists in particular have
highlighted how colonial-era cemeteries embody and encapsulate alterations in religious
traditions (Deetz 1996), existing social prejudices (Ferguson 2011), socially constructed
gender roles (Giguere 2007), and a plethora of other facets of contemporary societies
(Stewart 2004; Stone 2009; Veit 2009; Nash 2012).
My primary research goal is to determine if St. Croix’s mortuary record—
specifically that of Protestant European colonizers—can provide insight into the
complexities of contemporary society on island during the colonial era. St. Croix’s
colonial history, as with many other areas in the colonial ‘New World,’ was rife with
cultural upheaval as both European colonists and forcibly enslaved Africans were forced
to interact with and adapt to new environments and social situations (Van den Berghe
1987; Donnella 2007; Voss 2008). In my analysis, I explore the connectivity between
mortuary data—including gravestone iconography, morphological characteristics, and
epitaph language—and the overarching historical trajectory of colonial St Croix.
In total, my project includes data from three historic cemeteries from
Christiansted and Frederiksted, which are the two cities on the island of St. Croix. These
cemeteries are associated with Lord God of Sabbath Lutheran Church, Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church, and St. Paul’s Anglican Church. My study period ranges from the
purchase of St. Croix by the Danes in AD 1733 to the island’s acquisition by the United
States in 1917 (Hall and Higman 1992; Donnella 2007). Combined, the three cemeteries
under analysis contain a total of 391 individual burials. Of the 391 burials, 304 are
included within this project’s sample, as they were interred within the study period. Of
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the other burials, which were not included in the sample, 58 possess gravestones from the
Modern (or post-1917) era, and 62 were buried without an indicated date of death.
Problem Statement
The majority of the published literature on Caribbean mortuary analysis focuses
on the burial of enslaved individuals of African descent (Handler and Corruccini 1983;
Watters 1994; Jamieson 1995; Handler 1996; Handler 1997; Armstrong and Kelly 2000;
Armstrong and Fleischman 2003; Shuler 2011; Elliott 2011; Blouet 2013). Little
scholarly attention has been devoted to the examination of the burial practices of
European colonizers (Gerber 2018). In fact, a review of the published literature reveals
that only two publications exists on European burial practices in the former Danish West
Indies, now the U.S. Virgin Islands (Blouet 2010; Blouet 2013). In both her 2010 and
2013 works, Blouet focuses on the historic evolution of Moravian burial customs. As I
examine the burial customs of an identified group of Protestant European colonizers in
the analysis presented here, this work goes some way towards filling this gap in the
academic record. In addition, other researchers and genealogists can, potentially, use the
catalogue of gravestone data collected for this study for further research.
Unlike most artifacts, gravestones can be analyzed without the destruction that
results from excavation. However, like all artifacts, gravestones are still subject to
deterioration. Given their non-permanence, when possible, it is crucial to conduct
intensive cemetery inventories in order to catalogue all gravestones. These inventories
can then be used to answer specific questions regarding past societies (Titus 2008; Heilen
2012; Baugher and Viet 2014). In this way, cemetery preservation is similar to cultural
resource management (CRM) of archaeological sites (Titus 2008; Heilen 2012).
4

Mitigating the damage to areas (or items) of cultural interest is extremely important;
however, simply removing and preserving cultural materials is typically insufficient.
Anthropologists must use archaeological materials as a means to understand the peoples
of the past and by doing so transform artifacts into knowledge (Titus 2008; Heilen 2012).
As previously stated, my primary research goal is to determine the extent to which
the mortuary record on St. Croix reflects the historical developments that took place on
island during the Danish colonial period. I limit my analysis to two major religious
groups, Lutheran and Anglican, but as both are Protestant sects within Christianity, I do
not explore potential differences between these two religious groups. Instead, I aggregate
the data from the cemeteries to explore correlations between mortuary data, historic
events, and social structure within Protestant, colonial society on St. Croix. My primary
research question is: What can the mortuary data—including iconography,
morphological characteristics, and epitaph language—extracted from a sample of St.
Croix’s Protestant cemeteries tell us about the history of and society on St. Croix during
the Danish Period? This primary question is broken down into three secondary research
questions:
1. Do the gravestone characteristics (i.e. iconography, morphological
characteristics, and epitaph language) present in the sample change over time?
2. Are gravestone characteristics (i.e. iconography, morphological
characteristics, and epitaph language) differentiated by gender?
3. Do children (ages 0-10 years) and adults (10+) possess differentiated
gravestone characteristics (i.e. iconography, morphological characteristics,
and epitaph language)?
5

My first research question is inspired by those consistently asked in traditional
historic mortuary archaeology for cemetery samples: do gravestone characteristics
change over time? Studies focused on this question primarily use seriation to track
alterations in gravestone characteristics over time. Examples of this form of analysis
abound in the literature (e.g., Dethlefsen and Deetz 1966; Rainville 1999; Giguere 2007;
Stone 2009; Heinrich 2011; Nash 2012). However, these analyses focus on cemeteries in
colonial America. My analysis represents one of the first attempts to ask an established
research question within mortuary archaeology—and do so by applying an established
method—of a Protestant, colonial-era Caribbean gravestone sample.
Questions two and three arise from the notion that the way a culture views and
treats individuals of different ages and genders can, potentially, reveal a great deal about
cultural structure (Haveman 1999; Foster and Hendrickson 2006; Giguere 2007; Heilen
2012). For example, in her analysis of over 1,150 gravestones in Cumberland County,
Maine from 1720 to 1820, Giguere (2007) discovered extreme discrepancies in the
epitaphic language associated with the gravestones of men, women, and children. While
men received acknowledgement of their professional accomplishments, such as
gentleman and captain, women were often identified as ‘virtuous wives’ and ‘loving
mothers.’ Meanwhile, children were associated with flowers and other delicate items,
such as lambs and cherubs. Giguere interpreted these associations as indicative of the age
and gender roles found in European colonial society; men were conceptualized as
economic actors and providers, while women were defined by caretaking and by their
relationships, and children were to be protected because of their cultural and biological
vulnerability. Indeed, the social differences between men and women were a pervasive
6

aspect of Western society during the colonial era (Brown 1996; Wiesner 2000). Several
other authors have consistently found such associations between contemporary gender
and age roles and identities and epitaph language in colonial-era European cemeteries
(See Literature Review below). As no such analysis has been conducted for European
colonial society in the Caribbean, I ask whether age and gender-role associations exist
within gravestone data from the abovementioned Lutheran and Anglican cemeteries on
St. Croix.

7

CHAPTER II
LITERATURE REVIEW/BACKGROUND
Gravestone Analysis in Historical Archaeology
Preexisting historical mortuary archaeological analyses of gravestone data
inspired the examination presented here. However, since entire books (e.g., Meyer 1989;
Mytum 2004; Mould and Loewe 2006; Baugher and Viet 2014) have been published
specifically on the topic of ‘gravestone analysis in historical archaeology’ I will not
attempt to fully summarize this subject here.
Historical archaeologists rely heavily on both seriation and attribute counts in
their analyses of grave marker1 data (Dethlefsen and Deetz 1966; Rainville 1999; Giguere
2007; Stone 2009; Heinrich 2011; Nash 2012). Deetz and Dethlefsen’s work in the 1960s
and 1970s on 18th century gravestones in New England exemplifies this assertion. Deetz
and Dethlefsen demonstrated that traditional seriation methods—in which specific
artifact types or forms emerge, obtain popularity for a period of time, then fade from
use—can be meaningfully, empirically applied to gravestone analysis (Deetz and
Dethlefsen 1965; Deetz and Dethlefsen 1971; Deetz 1988).

1

Note this difference in terminology. A grave marker refers to any object which has been
used to mark a gravesite, while a gravestone refers to such a marker that is made of stone.
In my analysis, I examine gravestones; however, some of the scholars discussed in this
section do not exclusively examine stones.
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Although their assertion that the iconographic transition from death’s head to
cherub to urn and willow motifs directly correlates with religious trends in colonial New
England has been criticized extensively (see Hall 1976; Baugher and Winter 1983;
Baugher and Viet 2014), the analytical methods devised by Deetz and Dethlefsen have
inspired numerous historical archaeologists and studies of historical mortuary culture
(e.g., Dethlefsen and Deetz1966; Rainville 1999; Giguere 2007; Stone 2009; Heinrich
2011; Nash 2012). More detailed information on the seriation method can be found in the
Materials and Methods section below.
My examination will proceed somewhat differently than these previously
published studies. Rather than relying exclusively on seriation and counts or frequencies
of specific gravestone motifs, I use statistical analysis to test my hypotheses. In my
hypotheses, I am interested in determining the relationship between my dependent
variables (e.g. iconography, morphology, and epitaph language) and age and gender, in
addition to time. Seriation works best for temporal relationships, and, while frequency
counts are a useful way to explore data, I wish to see if the observed or perceived
relationships between my variables are truly the result of causation or merely
coincidental.
That being said, I have defined my variables—iconography, morphology, and
epitaph—in accordance with published studies. For the purposes of this analysis,
“iconography” refers to any images, symbols, or pictures engraved on, sculpted on,
and/or attached to the gravestone (Mytum 2004). Because the specific iconographic types
can vary greatly depending on the geographical location and cultural context of one’s
sample (Deetz 1988; Heinrich 2011; Giguere 2007; Viet 2009), I rely exclusively on my
9

sample to inform the specific iconographic types I will analyze. “Morphological
characteristics” refer to the physical construction of the gravestone. Here, this includes
gravestone type (e.g. headstone, obelisk, etc.) and construction material. Size of the
gravestone could not be consistently measured as the three cemeteries in the sample
contain gravestones that have been removed from their original locations and mounted
into the walls surrounding the cemetery. “Epitaph language” refers to any engraved text
present on the gravestone aside from the individual’s name, date of birth, and date of
death. This includes—but is not limited to—place of birth, manner of death, biblical
passage(s), summary of life accomplishments, and relationship to other individuals, both
living and/or deceased (Liebens 2003; Mallios and Caterino 2007; Arbušauskaitė and
Juščenko 2013). More information on these variables can be found in the Materials and
Methods section below as well as in Appendices B and C.
General History of St. Croix
When Columbus landed on St. Croix in AD 1493, he was promptly attacked and
repelled by the indigenous inhabitants of the island. Unfortunately, the Ciboney, Arawak,
and Carib indigenous groups were unable to resist intensive European colonization of the
Virgin Islands, and were almost non-existent by the 18th century (Donnella 2007;
Lawaetz 1991). Following Columbus’ tumultuous landing on St. Croix, the island
underwent ownership by multiple European powers, including the French, Spanish,
Dutch, English, and Danish (Donnella 2007; Lawaetz 1991).
In 1665, the Danish West Indian and Guinea Company established a small colony
on St. Thomas, but it was rapidly abandoned in 1668 due to rampant disease and
insufficient financial assistance from Denmark. Resettlement of St. Thomas, under the
10

rebranded Danish West Indian Company (or the Company), occurred in 1671. Following
the addition of St. John and St. Croix in 1718 and 1733 to the Danish West Indies,
respectively, Denmark successfully established control over this region (Hall and Higman
1992; Donnella 2007). However, the Company was unable to cope with the long-term
management of the colonies, and was salvaged from bankruptcy in the 1750s by King
Frederick V of Denmark (Lawaetz 1991; Donnella 2007).
During its tenure, the Company was able to lay the foundations for a prosperous
plantation economy in the Danish West Indies. Because Danish individuals had minimal
experience managing large cotton or sugar plantations, the Company enticed other
Caribbean foreign colonizers—namely those already acclimated to plantation
management in the Caribbean—to relocate. Individuals who relocated to the Danish
territories were permitted land at reduced costs, a period of taxation exemption, religious
freedom, and the option to retain their original citizenship (Rezende 1990). Because of
this policy, the Danish West Indies became very heterogeneous, as English, French, and
Dutch individuals quickly added to the existing Danish population (Hall and Higman
1992). Further, like other European colonies during this period, the Danish West Indies
relied heavily on enslaved Africans to support its plantation economy, and the number of
persons of African descent—both enslaved and free—who resided in the Danish West
Indies grew rapidly throughout the colonial period (Tyson 1992).
In response to this growing population, the Danish government instituted new
laws that directly related to enslaved and freed blacks. In 1755, King Frederick V issued
a mandate permitting blacks to become full members of church congregations. Later, in
1770, churches across the island began conducting services in Dutch or Danish Creole in
11

order to facilitate the incorporation of enslaved and free Africans into their congregations
(Donnella 2007). This transformed Dutch/Danish Creole from a vernacular language to
the primary language spoken by both European colonists and enslaved and free Africans
on St. Croix (Lawaetz 1991). In 1792, Denmark also became the first European colonial
power to formally abolish the slave trade (Lawaetz 1991; Donnella 2007). This
effectively created an insular population of enslaved and freed blacks who were unified
in their use of Dutch/Danish Creole (Donnella 2007). Unsurprisingly this contributed to
widespread economic and social unrest over the continued existence and consequences of
slavery on St. Croix and the other islands of the Dutch West Indies.
On St. Croix, non-planter class whites, free blacks, and enslaved individuals
directly experienced this conflict. The general discontent intensified in 1848, when
thousands of enslaved and free blacks stormed Frederiksted and the surrounding
countryside. Rioting only ceased following Governor Von Scholten’s formal
emancipation of all enslaved individuals on the island (Lawaetz 1991; Donnella 2007). In
part as a result of this, in the late 19th century, economic conditions on St. Croix rapidly
declined. Sugar, the island’s primary export, continued to drop in price and hurricanes,
coupled with prolonged drought, decimated sugar cane crops. In 1878, widespread rioting
once again occurred in Frederiksted, as white and black farmhands united to protest
insufficient wages and poor working conditions. The rioting did little to improve these
conditions, and the overall economic decline continued; as a result, numerous formerly
profitable estates were either abandoned or sold. Large sugar factories were established
during this period in an attempt to boost sugar production but, although they were
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moderately successful, they were continually hampered by the steady decline in sugar
prices (Lawaetz 1991).
Economic depression, coupled with the political stress caused by World War I,
influenced Denmark’s decision to release its hold on its colonies. In 1917, Denmark sold
St. Thomas, St. John, and St. Croix to the United States. And thus, the Danish West
Indies became the U.S. Virgin Islands (Lawaetz 1991; Donnella 2007).
Age and Gender in Colonial Caribbean Society
The social and familial structure that emerged in the Caribbean during the 18th
and 19th centuries was considered to be quite different from that which existed in Europe.
In the colonial era, European society was largely patriarchal—men were benevolent
proprietors, women were virtuous progenitors, and children were subservient to both
(Yeh 2006; Giguere 2007). But this simplistic societal organization proved difficult to
replicate in many European colonies in the Caribbean. This was largely due to the high
mortality rates and gender imbalances (i.e. more men than women) that characterized
island life. The institution of slavery was also deemed incompatible with the existing
European model, as the violence and persecution inherent in the system left little room
for masculine benevolence and feminine virtue (Yeh 2006).
All of these factors combined to produce a population that was, at least to most
contemporaneous European observers, rampant with chaos, immorality, and disobedience
(Yeh 2006; Northrop 2010). White Caribbean women were especially looked down upon,
as they were deemed “socially, culturally, aesthetically, and perhaps even inherently,
inferior to the fair ladies” found in Europe (Yeh 2006:75). Furthermore, it was believed
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that the lack of familial stability present in Caribbean society produced children who
were “notorious for their bad behavior” and “wildness” (Yeh 2006:75).
Obviously, these depictions were extremely unfavorable; however, they are not
without identifiable origins. Caribbean white women were more empowered than their
European counterparts. It was not uncommon for Caribbean women to own both land and
enslaved workers; in fact, women owned 40% of properties with less than ten slaves in
Barbados by 1817 (Yeh 2006). Thus, the apparent ‘impurity’ of Caribbean women
stemmed more from their association with positions of power and authority, which
directly contrasted with the accepted notion of feminine naiveté and subservience (Yeh
2006; Northrop 2010). Also, the non-traditional nature of the typical Caribbean family
might have had a demonstrable impact on children (Yeh 2006; Northrop 2010). For
example, many Caribbean children were raised under the supervision of enslaved
individuals and thus developed mannerisms, such as dialect and speech patterns, from
these individuals (Yeh 2006; Northrop 2010). These habits, which would have been
unfamiliar to many Europeans, perhaps resulted in the stereotype that white Caribbean
children were uncivilized and ‘wild’ (Yeh 2006).
Colonial Caribbean society was thus, like all societies, immensely complex and
often misunderstood. Specifically, Caribbean society can be characterized as having a
‘creolized model,’ in which creole slang and dialects are prominently featured alongside
increased autonomy for women and, as a result of high island mortality rates, a relative
lack of familial stability (Yeh 2006; Northrop 2010). This can be contrasted with
Giguere’s (2007) characterization of contemporaneous European society as having a
‘European model,’ wherein the family unit consists of men as economic actors and
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protectors, women as caretakers, and children as those in need of protection. My analysis
assesses if the characteristics of my cemetery sample align more with Giguere’s (2007) or
the creolized model.
The Cemeteries
Lord God of Sabbath Lutheran Church
The congregation associated with Lord God of Sabbath Lutheran Church first
assembled in Fort Cristiansvaern in 1734, a major defense structure in Christiansted
harbor, shortly after the Danish acquisition of St. Croix in 1733. However, the
congregation did not gain an actual brick-and-mortar building until 1753. The church
building that stands in Christiansted today is largely the result of repairs made in the
1830s following intense hurricane damage to the original building in the 1820s (Beagles
1985). The burial ground associated with Lord God of Sabbath is not located in direct
proximity to the church building; rather it is located in the southwestern corner of the
public cemetery behind St. John’s Anglican Church. The burial ground associated with
Lord God of Sabbath has been in use by the congregation since at least the 1790s, as this
is the earliest death date listed on a gravestone within the cemetery.
In 1999, the Danish Cemetery Restoration Fund (DCRF), a non-profit
organization in St. Thomas, conducted an inventory of the Lord God of Sabbath burial
ground. They documented a total of 131 gravestones (DCRF 1999); however, the
inventory conducted for the current analysis produced a record of 154 gravestones.2
These gravestones potentially represent the interment locations of approximately 156

2

For an explanation of this discrepancy in collected data, see Material and Methods
section.
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individuals. Of this number, 23 individuals possess a date of death of 1917 or greater, and
10 possessed illegible gravestones—thus the gravestones belonging to 33 individuals
were not included in the present study.3 It should be noted that this cemetery also
contains 32 gravestones, all representing burials within the study period, which have been
removed from their original locations and mounted in a boundary wall around the
western portion of the burial ground; although removed from their original locations,
these gravestones were still included in the sample. Overall, a total of 103 gravestones,
representing 123 individuals were included in the sample from this cemetery.
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
The history of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church began in Frederiksted in 1766 in a
small wooden building. In 1792, the congregation replaced this impermanent structure
with a much more durable stone building, which still stands today—albeit with a few
small modifications that date to the 1800s (Rezende 1990). The cemetery associated with
the church surrounds the church building. In 1999, the DCRF (1999) conducted an
inventory of this burial ground, and documented a total of 48 gravestones. My inventory,
conducted during the summer of 2015, produced a record of approximately 54
gravestones, which represent approximately 60 individuals, of which 49 were interred
during the study period and therefore included in the sample. As with the Lord God of

3

Rather than looking exclusively at gravestones, I also chose to look at total number of
individuals—as extrapolated from the number of names listed on the gravestone. For
instance, a singular gravestone could include information about two or more individuals.
This phenomenon is common in 18th and 19th century cemeteries in the Caribbean and
elsewhere. For more on the use of a singular gravesite as the resting place for multiple
individuals, please see Mytum (2004), Mould and Loewe (2006), Blouet (2010), Blouet
(2013), among others.
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Sabbath Lutheran Church cemetery, 31 of the gravestones at Holy Trinity are no longer
in their original locations, but rather mounted within boundary walls on the eastern and
southern portions of the burial ground. As they represent burials that occurred within the
study period, they were included within the sample. Overall, the Holy Trinity sample
contains a total of 43 gravestones, which represent 49 individuals.
St. Paul’s Anglican Church
Like Holy Trinity, meetings of the St. Paul’s congregation begin in the 1760s in a
wooden building. The destruction of this structure in the 1780s necessitated the
construction of a more permanent brick-and-mortar building in 1792. The church today is
largely the same, with the only change being a brick steeple that was added in the 1850s
(Will 1991). The burial ground associated with the St. Paul’s Anglican Church actually
comprises two distinct locations: one in the area surrounding the churchyard, and the
other across the street from the chapel. The two locations, and the gravestones included in
each, are in differing states of preservation. Churchyard gravestones are extremely well
maintained, while gravestones across the street are largely in disrepair. The differential
treatment observed between these two burial locations likely results from the fact that a
significant portion of the churchyard gravestones—46% of the gravestones—are from the
modern (i.e. post-1917) era, while the most recent burial across the street dates to 1888.
This may result in a sense of dislocation for the congregation between recent inhumations
and those of the far distant past; during data collection, I witnessed the church’s
designated groundskeeper collect leaves and other debris from the churchyard and
deposit this material directly on to gravestones in the cemetery across the street. The
disrepair in the gravestones across the street may be a result of such neglect.
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The churchyard cemetery contains 57 gravestones, which in turn potentially
represent 64 individuals. Of this number, only 22 individuals possess a death date within
the study period. The cemetery across the street, in turn, contains 96 gravestones, which
represent 110 individuals. This cemetery is the only one in the present study that does not
possess gravestones mounted in boundary walls. Overall, a total of 114 gravestones,
representing 132 individuals were included in the sample from this cemetery. The total
sample size for the study presented here is therefore 260 gravestones, representing 304
individuals, all within the study period of 1733 to 1917.
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CHAPTER III
RESEARCH DESIGN
My primary research goal is to determine if the trends observed in the mortuary data
extracted from a sample of St. Croix’s Protestant cemeteries are merely the result of
coincidence. I will address my three secondary research questions by testing three major
hypotheses (H1-3). Hypothesis one addresses secondary research question number one and
so on.
Hypothesis 1 (H1): Gravestone characteristics will exhibit temporal patterning and
alteration.
With this hypothesis, I explore potential changes in gravestones that occurred
during the Danish ownership of St. Croix. In order to streamline this analysis, I devised
the following three sub-hypotheses:


H1a: Gravestone iconography will change during the period of Danish
Occupation (1733-1917).



H1b: Gravestone morphological characteristics will change during the
period of Danish Occupation (1733-1917).



H1c: Epitaph language will change during the period of Danish
Occupation (1733-1917).

Results in support of these sub-hypotheses would include any observable shift, change, or
modification of the variable under analysis, as evidenced by its seriation. Results
negating these sub-hypotheses would include the lack of ‘battleship’ or lenticular curves
present in the seriation of the variable under analysis—as defined in the Material and
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Methods section (Mallios and Caterino 2007; Mallios and Caterino 2011; Baugher and
Viet 2014). To further test each sub-hypothesis, chi-square analysis was used to identify
if perceived patterning co-varied with time or not.
Hypothesis 2 (H2): The sample will exhibit differentiation based on gender.
As discussed above, during the colonial period, white Caribbean men and women
possessed complex social roles that were somewhat different from contemporaneous
European men and women (Yeh 2006; Giguere 2007; Northrop 2010). Here, hypothesis 2
is used to determine if the gravestone sample elicits evidence of gender roles more in line
with the European or creolized model. To comply with these models, I will employ a
binary gender system in order to test this hypothesis, and examine differentiation between
the gravestones of men and women. As with H1, I examine the gravestones sample in
terms of iconography, epitaph language, and morphology, which I have translated into
the following sub-hypotheses:


H2a: The iconography used on gravestones in the sample will differentiate
by gender.



H2b: The morphological characteristics of the gravestones in the sample
will differentiate by gender.



H2c: The epitaph language used on gravestones in the sample will
differentiate by gender.

I use statistical analysis to test all of these sub-hypotheses. A result in support of
each sub-hypothesis entails a statistically significant relationship between gender and the
variable under analysis, meaning the gender of an individual influenced the mortuary
treatment he or she received. Conversely, the lack of a statistically significant relationship
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between gender and the variable under analysis would serve to negate each subhypothesis.
Hypothesis 3 (H3): The sample will exhibit differentiation based on age.
As I will describe in more detail in the Materials and Methods section below, the
age variable was divided into two categories: children and adults. As I will describe in
more detail in the Methods section below, I classified any individual under the age of 10
as a child and individuals over the age of 10 as adults. As with my previous hypotheses,
this hypothesis is assessed with a sub-hypothesis for each variable:


H3a: The iconography used on gravestones in the sample will differentiate
by age.



H3b: The morphological characteristics of the gravestones in the sample
will differentiate by age.



H3c: The epitaph language used on gravestones in the sample will
differentiate by age.

A result in support of each sub-hypothesis entails a statistically significant
relationship between age and the variable under analysis, meaning the age of an
individual influenced the mortuary treatment the individual received. Conversely, the
lack of a statistically significant relationship between age and the variable under analysis
would serve to negate each sub-hypothesis.
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CHAPTER IV
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Data Collection Procedure
In order to ensure systematic and homogenous data collection, I conducted my
own inventories for the three cemeteries under analysis. This inventory process included
the recording of all applicable mortuary data, including iconography, epitaph language,
and morphological characteristics from the gravestones in the sample. For a more specific
list of the information included in the inventory, please see the inventory forms included
in Appendix A. Inventory numbers are alphanumeric, and are composed of a unique letter
assigned to each of the three cemeteries under analysis and the sequential number
associated with the gravestone (e.g., “A1” refers to the first gravestone in the Lord God
of Sabbath Lutheran Church cemetery). The inventory number includes all information
associated with a specific gravestone, including but not limited to iconography,
morphology, epitaph text/translations, and photographs (Mytum 2004; Mallios and
Caterino 2007). Appendix A also includes an example of how the inventory form was
transposed into MS Access.
It would be remiss of me to discuss my own data collection procedure and not
mention previous inventories done by other researchers. The DCRF currently maintains
the two Lutheran church cemeteries used in this study. In 1999, the DCRF initiated a
project to document the gravestones in the Historical Danish Cemetery in Christiansted
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and the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church cemetery in Frederiksted. As part of this project,
the organization created a website to house photographic images of all the gravestones
present in each of these cemeteries. Each image is accompanied by a transcription and—
if the epitaph is in a language other than English (such as Danish)—a translation into
English of the text on the gravestone. However, as noted above, I observed a greater
sample size than the DCRF researchers, and thus slightly distrust their overall data
collection technique. Cross-referencing (via my own translation) of inscribed epitaphs
proved the exceptional quality of the DCRF’s translations. Yet, although I appreciated the
resource DCRF provided, I only relied loosely on the data the organization collected to
inform my own data collection.
In 2003 and 2005, Caribbean Volunteer Expeditions (CVE) documented six
cemeteries on St. Croix. The cemeteries associated with Holy Trinity and St. Paul’s were
included in this effort. Volunteers completed datasheets for each gravestone that
contained the following information: gravestone type, material, approximate size, design
elements, orientation, carver signature, overall condition, and epitaphic inscription. All
gravestones were photographed and volunteers mapped the entirety of each cemetery.
Unfortunately, though I know this inventory exists for Holy Trinity, repeated visits to St.
Croix’s archives and contact with the CVE failed to produce these records. I was,
however, able to locate inventory records for St. Paul’s. Given the extremely poor
preservation of the cemetery across the street from St. Paul’s Church, these records were
extremely useful during my data collection process. As previously discussed, much of
this cemetery was overgrown and the maps and transcriptions CVE produced allowed me
to located gravestones I would otherwise have missed. In addition, I was able to ‘fill in
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the gaps’ present on CVE’s maps by searching for, and successfully locating, over a
dozen additional gravestones.
Data Analysis Procedure
Data analysis was facilitated by the creation of a comprehensive Microsoft Access
database to house all of the attributes included on my inventory forms (Appendix A). The
seriations presented in Hypothesis 1 were created using the Frequency Seriation Tool,
Version 3.0© created by Tim Hunt and Carl Lipo. The seriation “method rests on the fact
that, over time, […] any cultural trait will have […] small beginnings, grow in popularity
until a peak is reached, and then fade away” (Deetz 1996:93). These trends are
observable in a seriation graph, which depicts the relative popularity or prevalence of a
given trait as a horizontal bar or “battleship viewed from above” (Deetz 1996:93).
Essentially, the longer these horizontal bars are, the more gradual the shift in cultural
preference is for a given trait; the converse is also true, as shorter ‘battleships’ indicate a
rapid shift in preference (Deetz and Dethlefsen 1965; Deetz and Dethlefsen 1971; Deetz
1988; Deetz 1996). Hypotheses were also tested using Pearson chi-square analysis and
Fisher’s exact test.
Definition of Dependent Variables
I want to emphasize that iconography, morphology, and epitaph are, essentially,
abstract concepts that could be examined in any number of ways. Thus, the different
subcategories I describe below are not the only possible subcategories one could create.
In my opinion, that is the beauty of mortuary data specifically and archaeological data
generally. There is no definitive ‘best way’ to conduct an analysis. However, the
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limitations of my statistical methodology (e.g., chi-square and Fisher’s exact) are
concrete and static. They, in essence, dictated the manner in which I defined each
variable. As long as my subcategories addressed the limitations inherent in these
statistical tests, I permitted myself free-reign to create logical subcategories based on
shared characteristics. Furthermore, although no other researcher has developed a
classification system identical to mine, the creation of unique systems of classification is
an observable trend in historical archaeology in general and mortuary archaeology in
particular (Dethlefsen and Deetz 1966; Rainville 1999; Giguere 2007; Stone 2009;
Heinrich 2011; Nash 2012).
Iconography Subvariables
I combined the disparate iconographic motifs observed in the dataset into four
primary categories based on overarching similarities of the attributes of the individual
motifs: abstract shapes (e.g., circles, lines), crosses (i.e. crosses, star+cross), flora/ivy,
and miscellaneous (e.g., fire/torches, urn, hands, books, columns). This practice was
necessitated by the limits of the chi-square and Fisher’s exact test. For specific examples
of all iconographic classes and subclasses, please see Appendix B.
Morphology Subvariables
I divided the morphology variable into gravestone type and construction material,
combining categories based on overall similarity; this was also necessitated by the limits
of the chi-square and Fisher’s exact test. Thus, rather than analyzing raised ledgers, flat
ledgers, plaques, open box tombs, and closed box tombs, I created the more general
ledger or box tomb categories. In addition to ledger and box tomb, I also identified
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headstone and obelisk as additional major gravestone types within the dataset. It should
also be noted that gravestone and headstone are not synonymous terms, as is commonly
assumed. A headstone refers specifically to a vertical stone slab positioned at the head of
a grave, while a gravestone is a less specific term for any stone that marks a burial plot
(Mytum 2004). Construction material refers to the type of stone or other substance used
to construct the gravestone. Within the present dataset, I identified eight material
categories, including marble, sandstone, cement/concrete, granite, slate, metal, red brick,
and yellow brick. Examples of all of these types can be found in Appendix C.
Epitaph Language Subvariables
The epitaph variable was divided into the following categories: biblical passage,
general terminology, non-biblical text, professional occupation, and relationship to other
individuals. Originally, I had hoped to examine biblical passages by the book of the bible
from which they were derived (e.g., Daniel, John, Revelation, Job). However, this proved
impossible with the dataset, as I ended up with hundreds of variables that only had an
expected frequency of one, and neither chi-square nor Fisher’s exact can handle expected
frequencies this low. Thus, I examined biblical passage by Old Testament (e.g.,
Corinthians, Daniel, Deuteronomy, Hosea, Isaiah, Job, Proverbs, Psalm) and New
Testament (e.g., Acts, Colossians, John, Luke, Matthew, Philippians, Revelation,
Romans). General terminology included any terms or phrases that possessed an
observable reoccurrence on multiple gravestones. Essentially, this category consists of
generic terminology typically found in a cemetery (e.g., RIP). As above, the limits of the
chi-square and Fisher’s exact test necessitated the combination of categories based on
similar attributes. For instance, rather than examining her under hviler (Danish for “here
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under rests”), here rests, and rest in peace as distinctive variables, I combined all three
into the overarching Rest in Peace. Similarly, as Peace be With[…] was used as a preface
for the deceased’s remains, dust, ashes, and soul, rather than considering these as
individual variables they were combined into the Peace be With[…] category. Ultimately,
I divided the general terminology category into Sacred to the Memory of, Here Lies, Rest
in Peace, Departed this Life, May God Have Mercy on […], and Peace be With[…].
As to the other categories, non-biblical text refers to any engravings that are not
explicitly bible passages. These categories include religious text, direct mention of
remains/death, loved/missed, general logistics, figurative language, and virtues of the
deceased. The subcategories included within each of these main groups are summarized
in Table 4.1 below. Professional occupation and relationship to other individuals are both
general categories. Profession includes any mention of or reference to a vocation (e.g.,
ship captain, merchant, priest, doctor, scholar, clerk, governor). Deceased individuals
were also often endowed with a familial identity (e.g. wife, mother, sister, daughter,
husband, father, brother, son). The relationship category also includes any mention of the
deceased’s maiden name, as this is indicative of familial ties, or reference to friendship
with other living or deceased individuals.
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Table 4.1

Non-Biblical Text Present in Dataset

Non-Biblical Category
Religious
Direct mention of
remains/death
Loved/Missed
General Logistics
Figurative Language
Virtues of the deceased

Specific Terminology
God/Jesus, angels, heaven, judgment, reunion
Dust, reference to tomb, reference to time/brevity of life
Tears/mourning, loved/beloved
Cause of death, location of birth, on visit for health
Journey, fire/burning, literary quotation, flowers/floral
imagery, heart
Any adjectives used to describe the quality of the deceased’s
personhood

Definition of Independent Variables
Time
In order to transform time from an abstract concept into a testable variable, I
divided my study period from 1733 to 1917 into groups of twenty years. This produced
seven, twenty-year groupings in total. The arbitrary division of time in this manner is
justified by the literature (Deetz 1996; Rainville 1999; Giguere 2007; Stone 2009;
Heinrich 2011; Nash 2012). For instance, in his analysis of colonial New England grave
markers, Deetz (1996) examined changes in iconographic motifs from 1720 to 1829 by
dividing his study period into eleven, ten-year periods. I expanded upon this by using
twenty-year intervals.
Gender
Although there is evidence of non-binary gender systems present in the Caribbean
during the colonial era, it is difficult to identify non-binary systems on gravestones
(Hammond 2014; Schroer and Hine 2017; Clark et al. 2018). In her dissertation,
Hammond (2014) explores how performative gender play during the Haitian
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revolutionary period (1791-1804) continues to influence modern expressions of gender
subversion. However, in contrast to Hammond (2014), who examines styles of clothing
and personal adornment, I rely exclusively on data extrapolated from gravestones that
were not erected by the deceased. Therefore, the gender designations I use are not
personal identifications of gender, but rather representations of the gender assigned to an
individual by the living.
Furthermore, as I will describe below, the epitaphs I examine followed a binary
gender system. In this thesis I am making no argument for the exclusive existence of a
binary gender system on St. Croix during the colonial era, as it is entirely possible that
the gender fluidity Hammond (2014) identified in colonial Haiti also existed on St. Croix.
However, I found no evidence of fluidity within my gravestone sample. Additionally,
since the goal of the gender hypothesis (H2) was to determine if my sample complies
more with European or creolized binary gender roles, I adhered to these models and
similarly employed a binary gender system in my analysis.
In my sample, epitaphs contained pronouns (he/she, him/her, etc.), names (Erik
vs. Erika), and familial relationships (e.g. listed as sister, wife, mother vs. brother,
husband, father that were clearly indicative of a binary gender system—that is, man vs.
woman. The reliance on these characteristics as a means to extrapolate binary gender is
well founded in mortuary archaeology literature (see Parker Pearson 1999; Mytum 2004;
Giguere 2007; Baugher and Viet 2014; Schroer and Hine 2017; Clark et al. 2018). In
instances where gendered pronouns, gendered names, and/or gendered familial
relationships were missing because the epitaph was worn away, only birth/death date(s)
were given, or an individual had an indeterminate name (e.g. J. Brooke/B. 1801/D. 1851),
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I did not attempt to extrapolate gender as I had no evidence to support such a
determination. These individuals were not included in my analysis of gender trends (H2).
Overall, I identified gender for 272 individuals, with 97 identified as women and 175
identified as men.4
Age
As with gender, the age variable is also binary and divided between adults and
children. For the purposes of my analysis, I defined a ‘child’ as any individual under the
age of 10, and an ‘adult’ as any individual over this age. Although Europeans created
unfavorable stereotypes for white Caribbean children, both groups conceptualized
childhood in a similar manner. Generally speaking, an individual was considered a ‘child’
during the colonial era until he or she either (a) obtained a trade or profession or (b)
married, with the latter being the most common distinction between childhood and
adulthood (Haveman 1999; Yeh 2006; Giguere 2007). Though there is evidence to
suggest Caribbean marriages occurred as young as age 9, most marriages occurred after
age 12 (Haveman 1999; Yeh 2006; Giguere 2007). I selected age 10 as my cut off for
‘childhood’ to compensate for this discrepancy.
Age was either explicitly stated within the epitaph text or extrapolated from date
of birth and date of death; individuals that possessed epitaphs without these
characteristics were not included in my analysis of age trends (H3). In the resulting

4

As discussed in the Literature Review section above, colonial St. Croix was
characterized by extreme gender imbalance, with the population possessing more men
than women (Yeh 2006). As is common in mortuary archaeology, the imbalance that
existed amongst the island’s living population is similarly reflected in my sample of
deceased individuals (see Mytum 2004 among others).
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sample, 235 individuals were identified as either children or adults, with 38 identified as
children and 197 identified as adults. It should also be noted that of the individuals
classified as children, the vast majority were under the age of 6 when they died.5

5

The living population on colonial St. Croix was characterized by relatively low birth
rates (Lawaetz 1991), and—one again—this characteristic amongst the living is similarly
reflected in the burial sample.
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CHAPTER V
RESULTS
Hypothesis 1
To restate, H1 was designed to determine if gravestone characteristics altered
during the Danish Period (1733-1917). In each of the sub-hypotheses below, the study
period was divided into groups of twenty years, providing seven, twenty-year groupings
in total.
H1a: Gravestone iconography will change during the period of Danish Occupation
(1733-1917)
As stated above, I classified iconographic motifs in four categories: abstract
shapes (e.g., circles, lines), crosses (e.g. crosses, star+cross motifs), flora/ivy, and
miscellaneous (e.g., fire/torches, urn, hands, books). Grouping iconographic motifs in this
manner enabled me to create the seriation displayed in Figure 5.1. Chi-square analysis
suggests that there is a statistically significant relationship between time and
iconography, as X2(24)=96.3, p=0.000; meaning the trends depicted in the seriation are
not the result of coincidence.
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Figure 5.1

Seriation of Iconographic Trends through Time

H1b: Morphological characteristics will change during the period of Danish
Occupation (1733-1917)
I divided the morphology variable into gravestone type and construction material.
For examples of each of these morphological types, please see Appendix C. Figure 5.2
displays the serration of gravestone type through time. According to Chi-square analysis,
the relationship between time and gravestone type is statistically significant,
X2(18)=34.3, p=0.011. Thus, we can presume the trends present in the seriation are not
the result of coincidence.

Figure 5.2

Seriation of Gravestone Type Through Time
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The seriation of gravestone material is displayed in Fig 5.3. 6 According to Chisquare analysis, there is a statistically significant relationship between time and
gravestone material, as X2(24)=105, p=0.000. Thus, we can presume the trends displayed
in the seriation are not the result of coincidence.

Figure 5.3

Seriation of Gravestone Material Through Time

H1c: Epitaph language will change during the period of Danish Occupation (17331917)
The epitaph variable was divided into the following categories: biblical passage,
general terminology, non-biblical text, professional occupation, and relationship to other
individuals. Biblical passage was coded as either Old Testament or New Testament. This
variable was not seriated due to insufficient data. Chi-square analysis produced
X2(4)=6.387, p=0.172. Because this p-value is significantly greater than 0.05, we can
conclude there is, in fact, no relationship between time and the preference for Old or New
Testament biblical passages.

The “Other” category includes materials, such as metal and slate, that were extremely
infrequent in the dataset (e.g. <10 occurrences). Though these materials could have been
seriated separately, the resulting seriation was unnecessarily complex and the trends
observed were the same as they appear here. Thus, these categories were combined.
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For the majority of my hypotheses, general terminology included any terms or
phrases that appeared on multiple gravestones, including Sacred to the Memory of, Here
Lies, Rest in Peace, Departed this Life, May God Have Mercy on […], and Peace be
With[…]. However,some of these categories (e.g. RIP and Peace be with) occurred very
infrequently within the dataset. These categories were combined to make the seriation
less cumbersome; the resulting trends are identical to those observed when RIP and Peace
Be With were seriated separately. Furthermore, Departed this Life and May God Have
Mercy On were not seriated as the counts for these variables were extremely low (<6).
The seriation of the remaining categories is displayed below in Figure 5.4. Chi-square
analysis suggests there is a statistically significant relationship between time and general
terminology, X2(24)=57.7, p=0.000. Thus, we can presume the trends identified above
are not, in fact, the result of coincidence.

Figure 5.4

Seriation of General Terminology through Time

Note: “Misc. Combination” refers to epitaphs that contained more than one of the above
phrases (e.g., Departed this Life and May God Have Mercy On).
The non-Biblical text variable was divided into the sub-categories listed in Table
4.1 above. The category “direct mention of remains/death” was not used in the seriation
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as counts for this category were too low to seriate (Fig. 5.5). The Chi-square—
X2(30)=40.9, p=0.088—indicates there is no statistically significant relationship between
time and non-biblical text, meaning there is no relationship between time and the type of
non-biblical text included on an individual’s gravestone.

Figure 5.5

Seriation of Non-Biblical Terms through Time

Like biblical passage, the profession sub-variable was not robust enough to
seriate. I was, however, able to perform Chi-square analysis, which produced nonsignificant results, X2(6)=9.36, p=0.154. Thus, there is no correlation between time and
the presence or absence of professional occupation within the gravestone epitaph.
The relationship between the time variable and the presence or absence of familial
relationships in the epitaph of the deceased is displayed in the seriation below (Fig 5.6).
However, the Chi-square for this relationship is non-significant, X2(6)=10.8, p=0.095.
Thus, the patterns observed in the seriation are potentially the result of coincidence.
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Figure 5.6

Seriation of Personal/Familial Relationship through Time

Hypothesis 2
H2a: The iconography used on gravestones in the sample will differentiate by
gender.
For this hypothesis, I examined all iconographic representations either carved into
the face of the gravestone or sculpted and mounted onto the gravestone (see Methods
section above or Appendix B). Analysis of the presence or absence of carved/sculpted
iconography for men and women produced X2(1)=0.220, p=0.639. Because this p-value
is greater than 0.05, there is no relationship between the variables under examination;
meaning, the presence or absence of iconography for a given individual was not
influenced by that individual’s gender. This conclusion is similarly reflected in further
Pearson chi-square and Fisher’s exact analyses conducted on the individual iconographic
types observed in the dataset (Table 5.1).
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Table 5.1

Iconography Results for H2a
Chi-square
X
df p-value
0.220 1
0.639
0.293 1
0.588
0.007 1
0.931
2.176 1
0.140
1.737 1
0.188
2

Overall
Abstract Shapes
Crosses
Flora/Ivy
Miscellaneous

Cramer's V
0.028
0.033
0.005
0.090
0.080

Results of chi-square analysis conducted on the sub-categories within the carved/sculpted
iconography category. Notice that all tests are non-significant.
H2b: The morphological characteristics of the gravestones in the sample will
differentiate by gender.
The morphology variable consists of gravestone type and construction material.
For examples of each of these morphological types, please see Appendix C. As with the
previous hypothesis, I relied on Pearson chi-square to test this hypothesis. Further, I
conducted individual tests for each of the gravestone types and construction materials
observed in the dataset; these results are summarized in Table 5.2 and Table 5.3,
respectively. As one can see, none of these categories produced significant results, as all
p-values are above the 0.05 level of significance. Thus, we can conclude that there is, in
fact, no significant difference between men and women in terms of gravestone
morphological characteristics, as there is no indication that a relationship exists between
morphology and gender.
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Table 5.2

Morphology Results for H2b—Gravestone Type

Chi-square
X
df
p-value
Cramer's V
Headstone
0.409 1
0.522
0.038
Box Tomb
3.60 1
0.058
0.113
Obelisk
0.399 1
0.528
0.037
Ledger
2.348 1
0.125
0.091
Results of the chi-square tests for the sub-categories within the gravestone type category.
Notice all tests are non-significant.
2

Table 5.3

Morphology Results for H2b—Material

Chi-square
Fisher's Exact
X2
df p-value Cramer's V
P-value
Marble
0.498 1
0.480
0.042 Slate
1
Sandstone
3.165 1
0.075
0.106 Metal
1
Cement
0.179 1
0.673
0.025 Red Brick
0.147
Granite
2.022 1
0.155
0.084
Yellow Brick 2.652 1
0.103
0.097
Results of the chi-square and fisher’s exact tests for the sub-categories within the
construction material category. Notice all tests are non-significant.
H2c: The epitaph language used on gravestones in the sample will differentiate by
gender.
In order to test this hypothesis, epitaph variable was divided into the following
categories: biblical passage, general terminology, non-biblical text, professional
occupation, and relationship to other individuals. Biblical passage was coded as either
Old Testament or New Testament. Pearson chi-square testing could not be conducted
with this dataset, as one category possessed an expected frequency of less than 5. Fisher’s
exact analysis produced a p-value of 0.704. Because this p-value is significantly greater
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than 0.05, we can conclude that there is no relationship between gender and the biblical
passage present on an individual’s gravestone.
General terminology included any terms or phrases that appeared on multiple
gravestones, including Sacred to the Memory of, Here Lies, Rest in Peace, Departed this
Life, May God Have Mercy on[…], and Peace be With[…]. The overall results suggest
that there is a non-significant relationship between gender and the presence or absence of
this terminology, as X2(1)=0.684 possess a p-value of 0.408, which is greater than 0.05.
Chi-square and—when necessary—Fisher’s exact analysis of each individual category
confirm this result (Table 5.4).
Table 5.4

Epitaph Results for H2c—General Terminology
Pearson Chi-square
X2
df p-value Cramer's V

All

0.684

1

0.408

0.049

Fisher's Exact
p-value
May God Have
Mercy…
Peace be With…

1

Sacred
1.276
1 0.259
0.067
0.715
Here Lies
0.089
1 0.765
0.018
RIP
3.088
1 0.079
0.104
Departed
0.790
1 0.374
0.053
this Life
Results of Chi-square and fisher’s exact tests conducted for the sub-categories within the
general terminology category. Notice all tests are non-significant.
The non-Biblical text variable was divided into the sub-categories listed in Table
4.1 above. Preliminary analysis of gender and the presence or absence of non-Biblical
text revealed that, of the individuals within the dataset who are women, 67.3% did not
possess epitaph text within this category, while 32.7% did. For men 48.9% did not
possess epitaph text within this category, while 51.1% did. According to the Pearson chisquare, the relationship between gender and the presence of non-Biblical text within the
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epitaph is significant, X2(1)=9.060, p<0.05. However, the Cramer’s V (0.179) indicates a
minimal relationship between gender and non-biblical text, meaning the presence or
absence of non-biblical text within the epitaph was only minimally influenced by the
gender of the individual (Table 5.5).
Despite this minimal correlation, I opted to conduct further testing to determine
which sub-categories within the non-biblical text variable contributed to the significant
Pearson chi-square value. Table 5.5 summarizes these findings. As one can see, both the
‘General Logistics’ and ‘Virtues’ categories possess significant p-values.
Table 5.5

Epitaph Results for H2c—Non-Biblical Text
Chi-square
X2

df

Fisher's Exact
pvalue
0.003
0.616
0.604

Cramer's
V
0.179
0.030
0.031

P-value

All
9.060
1
Death/Remains
0.774
Religious
0.252
1
Figurative Language 1
Loved/Missed 0.269
1
General
9.080
1
0.003* 0.179
Logistics
Virtues
5.469
1
0.019* 0.139
Results of chi-square and fisher’s exact tests conducted for the sub-categories within the
non-biblical text category. *Indicates significant p-value.
For the purposes of my research, the ‘General Logistics’ sub-category included
epitaphs that directly state an individual’s location of birth, cause of death, and/or
whether the individual was on island for his or her health. The nature of the statistically
significant relationship between gender and this sub-category can be interpreted using the
odds ratio. Within this dataset, the odds of men possessing one or more of the
aforementioned attributes is 59 to 121, or 0.488; while the odds for women are 17 to 87,
or 0.195. Therefore, men are approximately 2.5 times more likely to possess epitaphs that
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indicate their location of birth, cause of death, and/or whether they were on island for
their health than are women.
The ‘Virtues’ sub-category includes any epitaph that directly references the
virtues or positive attributes of the deceased; in other words, this sub-category examines
the praise the living imparted upon the dead. Once again, we can use the odds ratio to
examine the nature of the statistically significant relationship between gender and virtue,
in that the odds of men possessing an epitaph that references their virtues are
approximately 2.9 times higher than for women.
Preliminary analysis of the gender and profession variables showed that, of the
individuals who were women, 100% possessed epitaphs with no mention of professional
occupation. Additionally, of the individuals who were men, 66% possessed epitaphs with
no mention of occupation, while 33.9% possessed epitaphs that did mention occupation.
According to the Pearson Chi-square test, the relationship between gender and the
mention of profession within the epitaph is significant, X2(1)=44.885, p<0.05.
Furthermore, the Cramer’s V (0.398) indicates a moderate association between gender
and profession, meaning one’s gender did indeed influence whether or not one received
acknowledgment of one’s occupation. As no women in the sample possessed epitaphs
referencing occupation, men were clearly much more likely to possess epitaphs
referencing occupation.
Preliminary analysis of the gender and relationship variables showed that, of the
individuals who were women 42.3% possessed epitaphs that did not mention
relationships to other individuals, while 57.7% possessed epitaphs that did. Additionally,
of the individuals who were men, 76.7% possessed epitaphs that did not mention
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relationships to other individuals, while 23.3% possessed epitaphs that did. According to
the Pearson chi-square test, the relationship between gender and the mention of an
individual’s relationship to others within the epitaph is significant, X2(1)=33.809, p<0.05.
Furthermore, the Cramer’s V (0.345) indicates a moderate association between gender
and reference to social relationships, meaning one’s gender did indeed influence whether
or not one received acknowledgment of one’s relationship to others. The nature of this
relationship can be interpreted using the odds ratio. The odds of a man possessing a
reference to a social relationship within the epitaph text are 42 to 138, or 0.304. The odds
of a woman possessing a reference to relationship within the epitaph text are 60 to 44, or
1.36. Thus, we can say that the odds of an epitaph mentioning relationship are 4.5 times
greater for women than for men.
Hypothesis 3
H3a: The iconography used on gravestones in the sample will differentiate by age.
For the purposes of this hypothesis, individuals under the age of 10 years old were
classified as ‘children,’ while individuals over 10 were considered adults. Analysis of the
presence or absence of carved/sculpted iconography for children and adults produced
X2(1)=0.252, p=0.616. Because this p-value is greater than 0.05, there is no relationship
between the variables under examination; meaning, the presence or absence of
iconography for a given individual was not influenced by that individual’s age. This
conclusion is similarly reflected in the individual Pearson chi-square analyses conducted
on the various iconographies observed in the dataset (Table 5.6).
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Table 5.6

Iconographic Results for H3a

Chi-square
X2
df p-value Cramer's V
All
0.252 1
0.616
0.031
Abstract Shapes 0.676 1
0.411
0.051
Crosses
0.001 1
0.979
0.002
Flora/Ivy
0.630 1
0.427
0.049
Miscellaneous
0.383 1
0.536
0.039
Results of chi-square analysis conducted for the sub-categories within the carved/sculpted
iconography category. Notice all tests are non-significant.
H3b: The morphological characteristics of the gravestones in the sample will
differentiate by age.
As with the previous hypotheses, I relied on Pearson chi-square and, when
necessary, Fisher’s exact analysis to test this hypothesis. Further, I conducted individual
tests for each of the gravestone types and construction materials observed in the dataset;
these results are summarized in Table 5.7 and Table 5.8, respectively. All statistical tests
for gravestone type are insignificant, as the p-values for all sub-categories are >0.05.
Thus, there is no significant difference between children and adults in terms of
gravestone type, as there is no indication that a relationship exists between age and the
type of gravestone an individual received.
A slightly different relationship exists for age and gravestone construction material. As
shown in Table 5.8, there is a statically significant relationship between an individual’s
age and the use of cement as a construction material, as X2(1)=8.602, p=0.003. Of
individuals 10 years old and younger, 26.2% possess cement grave markers, while 73.8%
have markers made of other materials. In contrast, only 11.7% of adults had cement
markers, and 88.3% had markers of other materials. However, the Cramer’s V of 0.184
shows that the association between age and cement grave markers is extremely weak;
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therefore, although this relationship is statistically significant, it is not unfailingly true for
all individuals under the age of 10.
Table 5.7

Morphological Results for H3b—Gravestone Type

Fisher’s Exact
Pearson Chi-square
2
p-value
X
df
p-value Cramer's V
0.271
Headstone
1.037
1
0.308
0.064 Obelisk
Box Tomb
0.033
1
0.855
0.011
Ledger
0.001
1
0.973
0.002
Results of the chi-square and Fisher’s exact tests for the sub-categories within the
gravestone type category. Notice all tests are non-significant.

Table 5.8

Morphological Results for H3b—Material
Pearson Chi-square
X2
df p-value
0.835 1
0.361
8.602 1
0.003
0.019 1
0.890

Fisher's Exact
Cramer's V
p-value
Marble
0.057 Slate
0.128
Cement*
0.184 Sandstone
1.000
Yellow Brick
0.009 Metal
1.000
Granite
0.767
Red Brick
1.000
Results of the chi-square and fisher’s exact tests for the sub-categories within the material
category. *Indicates a statistically significant relationship.
H3c: The epitaph language used on gravestones in the sample will differentiate by
age.
In order to test this hypothesis, epitaph was divided into the following categories:
biblical passage, general terminology, non-biblical text, professional occupation, and
relationship to other individuals. Biblical passage was coded as either Old Testament or
New Testament. Pearson chi-square testing could not be conducted with this dataset, as
two categories possessed expected frequencies less than 5. Fisher’s exact analysis
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produced a p-value of 1, because this p-value is significantly greater than 0.05, we can
conclude that there is no statistically significant relationship between age and the biblical
passage present on an individual’s gravestone.
General terminology, once again, includes any terms or phrases that appeared on
multiple gravestones, including Sacred to the Memory of, Here Lies, Here Rests/Rest in
Peace, Departed this Life, May God Have Mercy on[…], and Peace be With[…]. The
results suggest that there is a non-significant relationship between age and the presence or
absence of this terminology, as X2(1)=1.737, p=0.187. The Pearson chi-square and—
when necessary—Fisher’s exact analysis of the various generic terminologies confirm
this result (Table 5.9).
Table 5.9

Epitaph Results for H3c—General Terminology
Chi-square

Overall

pX2
df
value
1.737 1 0.187

Sacred

0.671 1

0.413

Fisher's Exact
Cramer's V
0.083
0.052

Here Lies
May God Have
Mercy…*
Peace be with…

Pvalue
0.478
N/A

RIP
0.397 1 0.529 0.040
0.675
Departed this
0.115 1 0.735 0.021
Life
Results of chi-square and fisher’s exact tests conducted for the sub-categories within the
general terminology category. Notice all tests are non-significant. *It must be noted that
May God Have Mercy[…] could not be tested, as neither children nor adults possessed
epitaphs that contained this sub-category.
The non-Biblical text variable was divided into the sub-categories listed in Table
4.1 above. The overall results for this category show there is indeed a significant
relationship between age and the presence or absence of non-biblical terminology, as
X2(1)=7.634, p=0.006. Testing of the subcategories revealed that general logistics—or
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information like cause of death, location of birth, or if the individual was on island for his
or her health—is significant, with X2(1)=8.556, p=0.003 (Table 5.10). However, the
Cramer’s V (0.184) associated with this relationship is very weak.
Table 5.10

Epitaph Results for H3c—Non-Biblical Text

Pearson Chi-square
Fisher's Exact
pCramer's
PX2
df
value
V
value
0.338
Overall
7.634 1 0.006
0.174 Religious
Loved/Missed 0.438 1 0.508
0.042 Death/Remains 0.240
General
Figurative
Logistics*
8.556 1 0.003
0.184 Language
0.624
Virtues
0.186
Results of chi-square and fisher’s exact tests conducted for the sub-categories within the
non-biblical text category. *Indicates significant p-value.
Preliminary analysis of the age and profession variables showed that, of the
individuals classified as children, 100% possessed epitaphs with no mention of
professional occupation. Additionally, of the individuals classified as adults, 74.3%
possessed epitaphs with no mention of occupation, while 25.7% possessed epitaphs that
did mention occupation. According to the Pearson Chi-Square test, the relationship
between age and the mention of profession within the epitaph is significant,
X2(1)=13.745, p<0.05. Furthermore, the Cramer’s V (0.234) indicates a moderate
association between age and profession, meaning one’s age did indeed influence whether
or not one received acknowledgment of one’s occupation.
Preliminary analysis of the age and relationship variables showed that, of the
individuals classified as children, 81% possessed epitaphs that did not mention
relationships to other individuals, while 19% possessed epitaphs that did. Additionally, of
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the individuals classified as adults, 50% possessed epitaphs that did not mention
relationships to other individuals, while 40% possessed epitaphs that did. According to
the Pearson chi-Square test, the relationship between age and the mention of an
individual’s relationship to others within the epitaph is significant, X2(1)=6.629, p=0.010.
However, the Cramer’s V (0.162) indicates a relatively minimal association between age
and reference to social relationships, meaning one’s age only minimally influenced
whether or not one received acknowledgment of one’s relationship to others.
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DISCUSSION
Hypothesis 1
The trends observed for gravestone iconography, morphology, and epitaph can be
directly linked to St. Croix’s 19th century economic decline following the abolition of
slavery. However, before describing these trends, it is first necessary to understand why
the abolition of slavery had such a profound impact on St. Croix’s economy. In his book
on St. Croix’s history, Lawaetz (1991) devotes an entire chapter to sugar cultivation and
its impact on society, aptly entitled “When Sugar was King.” Sugar was the primary cash
crop produced on St. Croix, and sugar plantations were wealthy kingdoms. However, like
cotton in the southern portion of the colonial United States, sugar production was
extremely labor intensive and plantation owners relied heavily on slave labor for its
cultivation (Handler and Corruccini 1983; Tyson 1992; Hall and Higman 1992). As
described in the Literature Review section above, the abolition of slavery in 1848 largely
obliterated St. Croix’s sugar industry, and plantation owners without large-scale sugar
factories or limited crop diversity suffered greatly (Lawaetz 1991; Donnella 2007). White
sharecroppers also suffered, as they now had increased competition from a new
population of freedmen (Lawaetz 1991; Donnella 2007).
The findings for iconography show that abstract shapes such as circles and lines
and miscellaneous motifs (e.g., urns, columns, books) are more prevalent in the late 18th
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century and gradually decline in the early 20th century; these images are instead replaced
by crosses and flora/ivy motifs. Furthermore, the findings also show that clearly religious
symbols, such as crosses, ultimately became more common than not including
iconography on gravestones: from 1770 to 1853, the absence of iconography was
consistently common, while from 1854 to 1917 crosses become increasingly more
prevalent. Crosses are, arguably, the most recognizable symbol for Christianity; however,
floral and ivy motifs also possess religious connotations. Ivy, for example, is reminiscent
of attachment, as it cannot grow without affixing itself to another object and is, thus,
evocative of the relationship between oneself and God; the three-pronged ivy leaf also
serves as a symbol for Holy Trinity (Keister 2004). Various flowers (e.g., daisy, lily, iris,
morning glory) and other plant life (e.g., laurel wreath, grape vine, oak leaves, wheat) are
also rife with Christian symbolism—grapes, for instance, are representative of the
Eucharist wine, while daisies, lilies, and irises are evocative of the Virgin Mary (Keister
2004).
But what is the reason for this apparent increase in religious fervor? It is possible
that unique, extremely decorative motifs were financially inaccessible for many of St.
Croix’s late 19th century inhabitants, such as poor, landless whites or the owners of failed,
small-scale sugar plantations (Lawaetz 1991; Donnella 2007). The image of a single
cross or lily could have thus become an ideal form of affordable, symbolic
commemoration, as both are invocative of the piety and virtue of the deceased (see
Mytum 2004; Mallios and Caterino 2011). As for why a cross was chosen—and not, for
instance, a seashell or willow tree—is perhaps due to its intimate association with Jesus
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Christ, who serves as a universal symbol for piety, righteousness, and sacrifice within the
Christian faith (see Mytum 2004).
According to the seriation of gravestone material displayed in Fig 5.3, materials
such as concrete and granite are increasingly common closer to the end of the 19th
century. Marble, in contrast, decreases in use as the 19th century progresses. Finally,
gravestones composed of metal, slate, red brick, and other materials gradually fall out of
usage, while yellow brick remains consistently common throughout the study period. As
with iconography, all of these trends can be directly correlated to St. Croix’s 19th
economic climate.
Marble experienced a prolonged vogue during the colonial era due to its
association with ancient Greece and its easily carvable nature (Dethlefsen 1981; Moore et
al 1991; Mallios and Caterino 2011). However, this latter characteristic makes marble a
less durable stone, which is, presumably, not a quality loved ones desired when erecting a
monument to last for eternity. Granite, in contrast, is both harder and more durable.
Technological advancements in stone carving towards the end of the 19th century also
helped increase granite’s popularity as a gravestone medium. However, given its
increased resilience, granite was also notably more expensive than marble (Moore et. al.
1991; Mallios and Caterino 2011). Concrete, in turn, was created in the 18th century and
is known as the “the poor man’s marble”: it is extremely cheap to make, carve, and mold,
and it is very resilient (Viet and Nonestied 2008:214). It should also be noted that
concrete gravestones could be manufactured on island, since concrete is an aggregate of
shell/marl and other materials available on St. Croix (Viet and Nonestied 2008).
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Thus, what we are observing within the gravestone sample is a transition from
soft marble to more durable materials, one cheap (concrete) and the other expensive
(granite). We can also presume that individuals strongly impacted by St. Croix’s
economic decline (e.g. non-planter class whites and sharecroppers), opted for cheaper,
yet durable memorials made from concrete. Simultaneously, individuals less negatively
affected by this economic process (e.g. owners of large-scale sugar factories) were able to
afford more extravagant granite gravestones (Lawaetz 1991; Donnella 2007). Although
not done for the current project, genealogical and archival research for the individuals
memorialized on these granite and concrete gravestones would no doubt solidify these
correlations.7
In addition to these trends, the gravestone material seriation also revealed a
prolonged and steady use of yellow bricks in gravestone construction throughout the
study period. Yellow bricks were a popular building material in 19th century St. Croix
(Brown 1979; Crain 1994). The bricks themselves were manufactured in Denmark and
often used as ship ballast on trips to Danish territories in the Caribbean. The bricks were,
ultimately, discarded on island and exchanged for various goods, like sugar and
manufactured products (Brown 1979; Crain 1994). Given that the bricks were cheap and
readily available, it is not surprising that they were repurposed as gravestones. The bricks
are an iconic component of a great deal of historic architecture in St. Croix; indeed, an
entire section of St. John’s Anglican Church in Christiansted is made exclusively of these

7

Unfortunately, I was unable to access sufficient genealogical data whilst on island;
however, there is potential such information exists in an archive in Copenhagen
(Wakefield 2015).
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yellow bricks (Brown 1979; Crain 1994; personal observation). It is therefore fitting that
yellow bricks are so prominently featured in the burial record as well.
As with gravestone material, gravestone type can also be correlated to 19th
century economic trends. However, there is also potential the trends observed for
gravestone type are the result of modern intrusion into the cemeteries. Headstones are
easily the most iconic form of gravestone (Mytum 2004). This statement is clearly
represented in the sample, as headstones remain consistently populous throughout the
study period and their prevalence is not influenced by St. Croix’s economic decline.
Obelisks, in contrast, were strongly impacted by St. Croix’s economic downturn, as they
only exhibit prevalence early on in the island’s history. This can be attributed to the
nature of the obelisk, as it requires a significant amount of stone to create, and is
therefore more expensive (Mytum 2004). The popularity of box tombs, in turn, is perhaps
do to the aforementioned usefulness of discarded yellow bricks, as the vast majority of
box tombs in the sample were constructed from this material. It is the trend observed for
ledgers (e.g. that their peak occurs 1833-1853, or during the period of St. Croix’s
economic downturn) that does not seem to have a tidy explanation.
Despite numerous attempts to identify an explanation within existing literature, I
could identify no particular reason why the ledger would be most popular during this
time. However, whist attempting to find an answer to this question, I discovered a
disheartening explanation: that this trend could be the result of an error I made during my
data collection process, in that I failed to appropriately account for modern activity within
the cemeteries under analysis. A large number of gravestones (n=74) were removed from
their original locations in the mid-to-late 20th century and mounted into boundary
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walls.8Without in situ context, it is very difficult to distinguish a ledger from a headstone
or a box tomb. For instance, consider Figure 6.1 below. The mounted gravestone on the
right-hand side of the image could have easily been classified as a box tomb, ledger, or
headstone had it originally been (a) affixed to the top of a box or (b) flat on the ground or
(c) at the head of the burial plot.9 It is therefore possible that the statistical significance of
the ledger gravestone type is the result of this observer error.

Figure 6.1

Example of Wall Mounted vs. In Situ Gravestones

The figure above serves as an example of potential observer error within the dataset.
From Lord God of Sabbath Lutheran Church cemetery, Christensted. Grave attributions
are as follows: Elenora Erichron (A-01, right, mounted), Carl Kaalund (A-02, center
mounted), Sarah Oxholm (A-35, center free standing), and Anna Danielsen (A-36, left,
freestanding).

8

The boundary wall around the Lord God of Sabbath Lutheran Church cemetery was
built in the late 20th century. Prior to this, the cemetery was much larger. The cemetery’s
size was reduced to accommodate the road that now runs parallel to the cemetery and all
of the gravestones in this area were mounted into the boundary wall (Wakefield 2015).
Unfortunately, it is unclear what was done with the actual burials in this area, though it is
commonly assumed they were left in place and paved over (Wakefield 2015).
9
For the record, I cataloged this specific example as a headstone.
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Though the epitaphic variables of biblical text, familial relationships, profession,
and non-biblical text did not possess a statistically significant relationship with time, I
believe we can examine these variables in conjunction with the trends observed in the use
of general terminology. Like iconography and gravestone material—epitaphs are
evocative of the downward economic trends on the island. In the dataset, the transition
from epitaphs that include these characteristics to epitaphs that only include the
individual’s name, date of birth, and date of death occurs from 1833 to 1853, which
directly corresponds to the period of emancipation. Since gravestone carvers often
charged by the letter (or sometimes, by the character) for their work, including only
cursory information about the deceased would have saved the living on funeral costs
(Mytum 2004).
Overall, it appears that these more simplistic epitaphs (e.g. ones that include
name, date of birth, date of death) were directly linked with the increase in cross
iconography mentioned above. Though the living could no longer afford to memorialize
the dead in words, they do appear to have placed importance on symbolic
commemoration. The image of a cross or a symbolic lily was, potentially, viewed as an
ideal, cheaper alternative to waxing poetic about the virtues and piety of the deceased, as
these images symbolically tied the deceased to Jesus or other paragons of the Christian
faith (see Mytum 2004; Mallios and Caterino 2011). Additionally, that these
characteristics often appear on concrete or marble gravestones (often adorned with
yellow bricks) may also be directly linked to St. Croix’s overall economic climate.
Furthermore, genealogical and archival research could potentially solidify this connection
between observed mortuary trends and the overall economic history of St. Croix, as such
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an analysis could prove if simplistic gravestones do indeed belong to those most affected
by the 19th century economic decline.
Hypothesis 2
As stated in the Results section above, I was forced to reject two of the three subhypotheses examined within H2, as I detected no correlation between the gender of a
given individual and the iconography and gravestone morphology associated with that
individual. The lack of correlation between gender and the aforementioned variables is
somewhat surprising, given that men and women generally occupied different social
spheres in European colonial society. However, as described above, white Caribbean
women experienced somewhat more autonomy than did their European counterparts.
Perhaps the lack of statistically significant patterning present in the sample results from
this fact.
Since men and women were given identical iconographic and gravestone
morphological treatment, it would imply that they held equivalent importance within
society, since one’s social status plays a huge role in one’s mortuary treatment (see
Meyer 1989; Parker Pearson 1999; Mytum 2004; Heilen 2012). In this case, it would
mean that the mortuary sample aligns more with the creolized social model than with
Giguere’s (2007) European model, as the European model endows men with autonomy
and bars women from obtaining it.
And yet, one cannot definitively say that men and women received identical
treatment in the colonial St. Croix burial record without exploring the epitaphic trends
observed in the dataset, as gender does seem to have influenced the epitaphic treatment
that an individual received. Specifically, men and women’s gravestones differentiated in
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terms of non-biblical text, inclusion of professional occupation, and reference to familial
relationships (for non-biblical text categories, see Table 4.1).
The virtues of the deceased category of non-biblical text strongly indicates the
differences inherent between men and women in St. Croix society. While men were often
associated with words like brave, just, faithful, and worthy of emulation, epitaphs for
women included phrases like pious, virtuous, kind, dutiful, and affectionate. There is an
obvious juxtaposition between these terms; namely, men are associated with strong,
active adjectives, while women are associated with more passive terms. Furthermore, all
of these words are extremely similar to those Giguere (2007) observed in her sample, and
thus seem to indicate that my sample aligns with her European societal model. Men and
women were also differentiated in terms of general logistics (see Table 4.1). Of the 57
epitaphs with an indicated place of birth, 47 belonged to men; similarly, no women in the
dataset possessed epitaphs that mentioned whether the individual was on island for her
health. From this, it would appear that women were barred from travel during the Danish
Colonial Period.
However, the population of women on colonial St. Croix had to come from
somewhere—namely Europe and the American Colonies—so 18th and 19th century
women did indeed travel to the Caribbean from other countries and locations (Lawaetz
1991; Yeh 2006; Donnella 2007; Northrop 2010). It should also be noted that traveling
‘for one’s health’ was not the same as this general relocation to the Caribbean. The
phrase ‘travel for one’s health’ is linked to the sanatorium movement, in which fresh air,
a healthy diet, and exercise were believed to alleviate the symptoms of tuberculosis
(Warren 2006). In fact, Stephen Emmans, whose epitaph inspired the title for this thesis,
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visited St. Croix in the hopes that the island climate would alleviate his tuberculosis.
These so-called ‘fresh-air cures’ were also a popular treatment for other ailments which
were believed to be aggravated by the cold, dry climate present in Europe (Carey 2011).
What is most relevant about these travel cures is that they were an option open to both
men and women. Although it is true men traveled more often in search of disease relief,
and that travel overall was easier for men, there is no evidence to suggest women did not
also participate in the sanatorium movement (Warren 2006; Endfield and Nash 2005;
Carey 2011).
The findings also revealed that men were more likely to possess epitaphs that
mentioned occupation or profession, and women were more likely to possess epitaphs
referencing relationships. While men were commemorated for their professional
accomplishments, women received recognition as wives, mothers, sisters, and
daughters—thus, the ‘status’ of a woman was defined by her familial relationships. Many
researchers, Giguere (2007) included, suggest that defining women in this way served to
reduce autonomy and individual identity, as women only received recognition in relation
to more powerful men (see also Clark et al. 2018). However, in their analysis of 19th
century gravestones in New Concord, Ohio, Schroer and Hine (2017) directly refute this
assumption. Instead, the authors espouse that this form of memorialization recognizes
“the very important role [women] would have played in the development of the frontier,”
namely because “their prescribed reproductive status […] was central to stabilizing
communities on the frontier” (Schroer and Hine 2017:3-4).
As with 19th century Ohio, St. Croix was also a form of ‘frontier,’ and both relied
heavily on birth rates to perpetuate the existing society. Thus, it is possible that women
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on St. Croix were not considered inferior to men, but inhabitants of a different socially
important sphere. This notion is evidenced by the epitaph for Josephine McDonald:
“DAUGHTER” – “SISTER”
IN MEMORY OF
JOSEPHINE D. MCDONALD
WIFE OF TERENCE FARRELLY
OF ESTATE "MORNING STAR,"
DIED DEC. 13, 1881,
_______________
ALSO HER HUSBAND
TERENCE FARRELLY
DIED JUNE 30, 1881.
_______________
MAY GOD HAVE MERCY ON THEIR SOULS
ERECTED BY HER LOVING,
MOTHER AND BROTHERS
MRS. B. J.H. AND J.J.,
MCDONALD
In this epitaph, the deceased is indeed referenced in relation to her husband; however, she
is recognized by her maiden name (McDonald) rather than by her married name
(Farrelly). The text memorializing Terence Farrelly is also noticeably shorter than that of
Josephine’s, and he himself is directly recognized as her husband. That this gravestone
was erected by Josephine’s relatives (and not Terence’s) might explain the preference
shown to her, and yet it is still significant that Josephine is identified as a “daughter”
before she is recognized as a “sister” and that her mother’s name is listed before that of
her brothers. This suggests that “Mrs. B” had a status slightly greater than that of her two
sons, and/or more claim to Josephine’s personhood because she was Josephine’s mother
(it is also of note that Josephine’s father is not listed). Although this is but one example, it
does imply that women did indeed possess some power, at least in family life, over other
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relatives.
Overall, it appears the dataset is indicative of both the creolized and European
society model. Although both men and women received similar iconographic and
morphological treatment, the epitaphic differences between them speak volumes. In both
my dataset and Giguere’s, men are associated with ‘masculine’ virtues, professional
occupations, and the public sphere, while women are commonly connected to the private,
domestic space. This connection to domesticity may even extend to a preclusion of the
mention of women traveling, even though women were not excluded from the sanatorium
movement nor were they barred from travel during the colonial era (Warren 2006).
However, I agree with Schroer and Hine (2017) that women’s status as progenitors
endowed them with a level of autonomy, at least within the hierarchy of the family.
Although women did not exert the same overall social influence as men, it is not correct
to say that they were universally excluded from positions of power within the society
present on St. Croix during the colonial era.
Hypothesis 3
According to the findings elucidated above, there is minimal differentiation
within the sample in terms of age relative to gravestone iconography and morphology. As
with gender, this would seem to indicate that both children and adults received identical
mortuary treatment. However, I did observe a statistically significant difference between
children and adults in terms of marker construction material, with children being slightly
more likely to possess memorials made of concrete. Additionally, age was also shown to
have an influence on epitaphic text, and adults were more likely to receive mention of
occupation, general logistics, and familial relationships.
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I believe these discrepancies can be explained by the fact that the vast majority of
the children in my sample were less than 6 years old at the time of death. This fact indeed
explains why children received no recognition of a profession within the epitaphic text, as
most children in the sample did not actually gain a profession before they died. Both
logistics and relationship are descriptive of the life, and death, of the deceased. Logistics
indicate why/how the individual in question died, whether or not he or she was ill or in
poor condition before they passed, and where the deceased originally came from; while
familial relationships describe the deceased’s relationship—whether by blood or
friendship—to other individuals. The noticeable lack of this information on the graves of
children, and the fact that children were more likely to receive inexpensive concrete
gravestones, implies that children had a greatly diminished social identity, perhaps
because they simply had not lived long enough to truly achieve personhood by
contributing meaningfully to society. In fact, the vast majority of the children in the
sample only possess epitaphs listing their name, birth date/death date, and an indication
of mourning on the part of the living.
The inscription upon the grave of Anna Maria Godwise is a perfect example of
these conclusions:
In memory of
Anna Maria Godwise
Who departed this life the 29th day
Of Oct 1812 aged 1 year and 11 months
Here sleeps in dust
Its parents fondest pride
Sweetest smiling bud
That opened bloomed and died.10

10

Gravestone D-52, located in St. Paul’s Anglican Church cemetery.
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The use of the word “it” in this epitaph is extremely meaningful. Identifying Anna as “it”
removes her gender association and, effectively, her personhood. Rather, she is quite
literally a “sweet smiling bud” and not a human infant. It should also be noted that while
Anna’s parents directly reference themselves, they do not formally recognize her as their
daughter. This use of non-gendered pronouns and floral imagery directly correlates with
Giguere’s (2007) findings in Cumberland County, Maine. In Giguere’s (2007:19)
analysis, children were often “compared to a withered flower, or the epitaph[s] noted that
the bloom of youth had faded too soon.” Children under the age of 6 were also “not
assigned gender identities” within the epitaphic text, although they do possess clearly
gendered names (2007:18). This is reflective of colonial society, as infants and toddlers
uniformly wore gowns and dresses and did not engage in differentiated gender play, and
formalized gender identities were not assigned to children until the age of 6 or 7 (Giguere
2007:18).
Thus, the attributes observed within the epitaphs for children contrast
significantly with the hypothesis that epitaphic text for children would somehow reflect
the creolized model of St. Croix, perhaps with the inclusion of creole or slang words
within the epitaphic text. Rather, it appears that parents in St. Croix employed language
and cultural associations similar to that used in other white colonial societies in Europe
and North America. Overall, this suggests some level of universality in the manner in
which children were perceived as members of these societies; namely, young children in
18th and 19th century colonial society were largely devoid of individualized gender
identities and instead obtained value from their fragility and collective cultural
importance. That the memorialization of children occurred via concrete gravestones
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further solidifies these conclusions: though children were greatly valued as progenies,
they were not in and of themselves worthy of a more expensive markers.
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CONCLUSIONS
This study offers evidence that there are, indeed, temporally and socially
observable trends present in the mortuary record of Protestant individuals on St. Croix
during the Danish Colonial Period. The analysis of temporal trends for iconography,
morphology, and epitaph demonstrated the profound impact the abolition of slavery had
on 19th century St. Croix. As St. Croix’s economy declined, uniquely carved marble
gravestones with long, poetic epitaphs were increasingly replaced by concrete or granite
constructions that only indicated birth, death, and religious affiliation.
Though the gravestones commemorating men and women and children and adults
exhibited no iconographic or morphologic differentiation, these groups were
dichotomized in terms of their epitaphs. The epitaphic trends observed for men and
women and children and adults revealed a Protestant St. Croix where men were economic
actors and ‘bread-winners’; women were connected to the private, domestic space; and
young children were conceptualized as fragile, prized, and often devoid of individual
identity. However, while the mortuary record suggests that the colonial society on St.
Croix was extremely similar to that present in contemporary Europe and North America,
there was still some acknowledgement of creolized social structure present in the level of
autonomy women had over familial life..

64

My analysis is by no means exhaustive; there is still a great deal of research that
can be done to improve collective knowledge of the mortuary practices of Caribbean
society on St. Croix and in other contexts. My research is but one attempt to begin to fill
this niche. It is my hope that the database created for this project will prove useful to
other researchers and genealogists interested in the colonial-era on St. Croix. Like much
of the archaeological record, cemeteries and gravestones are impermanent and subject to
destruction and deterioration, and I hope that this thesis increases awareness of
gravestones as items worthy of preservation. For, as Deetz states in his seminal work on
historical archaeology:
It is terribly important that the ‘small things forgotten’ be remembered. For in the
seemingly little and insignificant things that accumulate to create a lifetime, the
essence of our existence is captured. (1977:161)
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RAW DATA MATERIALS
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Figure A.1

Inventory Form

Inventory form for Stephen Emmans. Quotation provided at the beginning of this
examination is from this gravestone. Form completed by Lauren Bagwell, MSU
undergraduate student.
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Figure A.1 (continued)
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Figure A.2

Example MS Access Entry
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ICONOGRAPHIC TYPES
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Abstract Shapes

Figure B.1

Abstract Shapes—Circle

From the gravestone of Hoy Christian, Lord God of Sabbath Lutheran Church cemetery.

Figure B.2

Abstract Shapes—Linear

Note the boarder around the outer edge of the headstone. Gravestone of William Lynd,
St. Paul’s Anglican Church cemetery.

77

Figure B.3

Abstract Shapes—Other

This boarder features a scalloped edge. Other boarders and shapes with a similar
repetitive patterning were included in the ‘abstract’ category. Gravestone of Andreas
Decken, Lord God of Sabbath Lutheran Church cemetery.
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Crosses

Figure B.4

Crosses—Carved Cross

Gravestone of Isabelle Skoech, St. Paul’s Anglican Church cemetery.

Figure B.5

Crosses—Sculpted Cross

Gravestone of Frederik Knuthsen, Lord God of Sabbath Lutheran Church cemetery.
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Figure B.6

Crosses—Star & Cross

This iconographic type consists, uniformly, of a star (or sunburst) indicating birthdate and
a cross demarcating deathdate. Gravestone of Almira Ripperger, Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church cemetery
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Flora/Ivy

Figure B.7

Flora/Ivy—Flowers

The “flora” category was not limited explicitly to flowers, but rather also included any
images of vines, ivy, wheat, and other forms of plant life (see below). Detail from the
gravestone of Asmus Brodersen, Lord God of Sabbath Lutheran Church cemetery.
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Figure B.8

Flora/Ivy—Ivy

Ivy vines were featured on a number of gravestones. Typically, the vines wrapped around
the outside of the gravestone, as displayed here. Gravestone of Charlotte Simmons, St.
Paul’s Anglican Church cemetery.
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Miscellaneous

Figure B.9

Miscellaneous—Book

The figure above displays the most obvious example of book imagery (i.e. the gravestone
itself is shaped like a book). Other gravestones included in this category featured books
carved into the face of the stone. Image is of the grave of Frits Hjorth, and is located in
the Lord God of Sabbath Lutheran Church cemetery.

Figure B.10 Miscellaneous —Butterfly
Detail from the grave of Iost Von Scholten, from Lord God of Sabbath Lutheran Church
cemetery.
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Figure B.11 Miscellaneous—Column
As with the ‘book’ subcategory, column imagery included gravestones that possessed
columns carved into the stone (as above) and stones shaped like columns. Gravestone of
William McFarlane, St. Paul’s Anglican Church cemetery.

Figure B.12 Miscellaneous—Hands
Iconography consisted of clasped hands (as show above) and praying hands. Detail from
the grave of Johann Mauritzen.
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Figure B.13 Miscellaneous—Torches and/or fire
Torch iconography was uniform in its manifestation; though the majority of the torch
and/or fire iconography did not feature inverted torches like the one above from the
gravestone of Flavel Mines, St. Paul’s Anglican Church cemetery.

Figure B.14 Miscellaneous—Urn
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Not all of the urn iconography in the sample featured the elaborate cloth draping depicted
above; however all exhibited a similarly shaped urn. The image above is the gravestone
of William Kerr, St. Paul’s Anglican Church cemetery.

Figure B.15 Miscellaneous—Other
The example above (which marked the grave of William Stedman, St. Paul’s Anglican
Church Cemetery) is one of the most elaborate carvings in the sample. Other unique
examples from the “Other” category included a two-foot tall carved chess piece and castiron cannons.
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MORPHOLOGICAL TYPES
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Gravestone Shapes

Figure C.1

Gravestone—Headstone

Gravestone of Sarah Oxholm, Lord God of Sabbath Lutheran Church cemetery

Figure C.2

Gravestone—Box Tomb

Gravestone of Augusta Hardcastle, St. Paul’s Anglican Church cemetery
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Figure C.3

Gravestone—Obelisk

Gravestone of George Champion, St. Paul’s Anglican Church cemetery

Figure C.4

Gravestone—Ledger

Memorial for multiple individuals, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church cemetery
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Construction Material

Figure C.5

Material—Marble

Gravestone of John Du Bois, St. Paul’s Anglican Church cemetery
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Figure C.6

Material—Sandstone

Gravestone of Peter Baudwin, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church cemetery

Figure C.7

Material—Concrete
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Gravestone of Edward Heilruth, Lord God of Sabbath Lutheran Church cemetery.

Figure C.8

Material—Granite

Gravestone of Sophia Ohm, Lord God of Sabbath Lutheran Church cemetery

Figure C.9

Material—Slate

Gravestone of Christian Hoy, Lord God of Sabbath Lutheran Church cemetery
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Figure C.10 Material—Metal
Gravestone of P.C.B. Boeck, Lord God of Sabbath Lutheran Church cemetery
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Figure C.11 Material—Red Brick
Gravestone of Lousia Macpherson, St. Paul’s Anglican Church cemetery

Figure C.12 Material—Yellow Brick
Gravestone of John Hinkson, St Paul’s Anglican Church cemetery
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